Dear Harold, 


* 1 ‘‘ !'* 

January 31 , 1 970 


Lest you interpret my silence as my having lost interest in the case, let me assure you that 
such is not the case. My situation insofar as. answering letters is concerned has been com 
plicated by. the fact that in order to use an electric typewriter (my old one at home is noi 
good for carbons and is much slower) I must get down to my office.. After being sick for 1 1/2 
weeks and consequently having much to make up, my car broke down. I have spent many hours 
waiting for tow trucks (due to some bad repair jobs), much money, etc., and have not been able 
to get much of anywhere,. and consequently have had neither the time or the way to get to the 
office in order to keep up with correspondence. The last two weeks I have not had one single 
weekday night free, and have been busy on the weekends. Several of the projects in-which I 
am involved are going through crises and they have Itaken much time. I have spent my only 

free evenings speaking on the case or meeting with my committee. Car trouble in Minneapolis 

can be very serious if it happens during the winter months. 

On the xeroxes on the Penabaz books, I don't think that I can do much better with xeroxing. 

u*e. none of the available machines are any good) Would you like me to mail you the books? 


Newcomb promised to send copies of Lillian's stuff, and she earlier promise through him, and 
l wrote her besides. If you have gotten nothing. I just noticed an ananswered Setter from 
you of 12/21 (I must have missed it in my last letter) — or at least I assume that it is un- 
answered. To whom does CR 1140 relate? I will have to know to find it. It sounds very fam- 
iliar but I can* t locate it. 

Ask Mary about the Bremer book. She knows Bethel 1 well and is in touch occasionally with him. 

i 

The situation with John Nichols is very unfortunate. When I saw him and felt that he was an 
unusual guy, this relates to v/hat I meant. I had the funny feeling that he was not trust- 
worthy in terms of .whose property was whose, and in fact, noted that he was positively jumpy 
when showing his stuff--even the stuff which is common knowledge. People who worry excessively 
about things beigg stolen by friends (as opposed to competitors) are often projecting their 
own motives and desires. I am afraid that .something will have to be done to stem v/hat appears 
to be theft on his part, and as you know, I generally don’t use such words lightly, and in 
fact usually am a bit critical of any of us being too sensative to someone else showing up 
with something we think is ours. In this case it is pretty blatant, and his unwillingness 
to share any of the opportunity to bring things before the public gives further indication 
of his character. 


Jerry Policoff, who I like very much, has tried to reach me several times but with little 
luck given my schedule. I am literally never home, except v/hen sleeping. He got through 
(he calls from work for free) when I was sick and we spoke for a long while. He got through 
one othertime but even when he called back our connection was so bad (including actual back- 
ground noises and everything but voices) that we couldntt hear except by screaming; It was 
the worst my phone has ever been. Minutes later I got a long distance call from my parents 
and the -phone was perfect. One bad connection is one thing (although when a connection is 
that bad it is really hard to believe), but after he called back and it was terrible, I qot 
a bit angry. 

The current NY Times book review section advertises a book on RFK by an LA detective. From 
the description it is a "must 11 before Coup is finalized. Speaking of Coup, what is its exact 
present situation with regard to publishing possibilities, probabilities, or certainties? 

Your mailing of Jan, 14 (w/ letters dated 14th, etc.) came already slit open on the end! 

I don't have Red Runs the Carribean and it is long overdue from the Christian Crusade. I 
will reorder it. Chicago police clan cell interesting. I will get a letter off to Chris 
this week with yours in it and another apology for slowness. I have no one but myself who 
could do an adequate job with the body chart, With a bit more luck in catching people by 
phone I may be able to gtt you a good diagram. This is not easy to find without buying a 
big one (too expensive) or xeroxing a small and inddequate one. I couldn't find anything 
on the shooting of that white man in Spencervil le, Ga, in the Councilor. I get it, but it 
is not coming regularly since they are just about out of money. I may still be getting it 


either because they have found you out but not me, or because I am on right wing mailing lists 
and probably considered a good one. (i.e. I have ordered books, etc. from Hargis and others) 

By the way, I think that I have a tape of Penabaz. Do you have a machine which can play the 
large reels? I also have Walker and Lulu Belle Holmes (our old friend Rita Rollens). 

If you still need Penabaz pages (my files have been forwarded by Paul H. so I assume that he 
has them all) please ask again. Is that 1140. They were accidentally left at home when I 
came down here with an entire briefcase of unanswered correspondence, bills, etc. 

Thanks for the Hunt doc's.. I didn't have them all. By now I trust that you have a copy of 
my file on Crafard from Paul. I will have memos ready as soon as Mary does those followups 
since they are assential and were completely set up before I left. Dallas. 

John Nichol's letter to you of the 13th answers some questions, but not all of them, 
and only time will tell how sincere he is. Your letter s to him may have caused him to re- 
consider. His emphasis on his getting credit for all of the writings, etc., or at least the 
feeling about those things (i.e. LOOK article) certainly leaves me uneasy. Your letter to 
him was a good one, although. I'm sure that you share my concern at the wording of his notice 
to you about what he had "gotten from the arbhives" and* his assumed pretense that it was new 
to him. Well, I think that you handled it well, although as usual I do not always agree with 
the harshness of some of your letters (.i.e. some of the earlier ones) despite the fact that 
the harshness is more often than not justified. It sometimes leads to people's fur getting 
up. In this case it was apparently appropriate and may have done more than the type of letter 
I would have written. Let us hope that the future shows us to have misjudged John, 

Your letter of 1/15 to Mary: Agreed oh Penn. From what I have heard, and Mary knows 

as well as anyone, he is in bad shape. I had hoped to go to see him when I was in Texas but 

just couldn't find the time — especially given the uselessness of it according to what Mary 
told me. I suppose that M to him we are all agents. Your letter to Paul of 1/15: The 

Joyner who Hosty asked about on 12/7 — could that have been one of the Joiner family? You 
have doc's on them from me. They are criminals and right wing besides, and were waiting 
with signs. I would very much like a newspaper account (I have only the short one from 
here) or copy of a press release on the Russell thing to put on a slide. 

On the Bishop copy of the Z film, I have always assumed that Penn sent it. Could someone 
check, or is the timing too .late between when Penn would have gotten one from Fred and 
when Bishop's book# would have been going to the printer. 

I will keep that extra copy of John's letter. If you want it sent to someone just let 

me know. I think that it's best that just you and Dick dell with this. 

Ask Mary if she knows of Bethell's archives notebook. 

Self-explanatory items are enclosed. Best wishes to you and Lil. 
cc:Paul 
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Not part of cc to Paul: I think that it is best to keep Paul out of this thing with John. 

Much of the problem with Paul's disagreements in the past, as on 

Boxley et. al . was that we were telling him only bits and pieces, and that we hit him with 

our conclusions or anger before we gave him the large amount of evidence he requires. There 

is a similar danger in this. Unless he knows it all you will appear to be excessive. 

It is hard for me to deal with your concerns about Coup, John, etc. at a distance. The 
appropriate thing would be what we call rationally emotive therapy which is something only a 
small # of people use but which is effective. The things that are happening cannot make you 
anxious, anymore than v/ords can hurt any of us. They only cause anxiety and trouble when we 

let them. When we take people seriously or tell ourselves that it is terrifile that people 

are theives or do crazy things. We are getting ourselves anxious by telling ourselves that 
it is catastrophic that things aren't the way they could be. This is irrational, because 
these things are gust the v/ay they are. In other words, go about your work, harder though 
it may be, and forget how things might be or people might be. Vie must be careful not to take 
on such' a large burden or assume ourselves capable of mighty things. Essentially, the only 
attitude that won't lead to trouble is that we will work hard, to the best of our ability, 

and hope to get all the help we can, and see what we can accomplish. If some fail or drop 

out along the way, such is life. We shouldn't focus our anger on them because it is not 
properly to be focused on them — we are only misdirecting it from the real sources of our 
rage: 1. The government and all those who led to the present situation, 2. the Media (perhaps 
first on the list more properly), 3. the silent majority who don't care (themselves the victims 


of the brainwashing of #'s 1 and 2 and not really responsible). Harold, the dynamics of our 
strong feelings have to do with the rage over injustice and such things, and these things 
are to be blamed on the press and government, not those of our own number who make mistakes, 
prove untrustworthy, quit#, etc. Why not be angry at those who know and have never done a thing 
to help the cause? For the same reason that we should not focus on those within our group: 
such is the nature of things and we cannot change it. It is irrational to let it upset us to 
the point of causing ourselves Go become Anxious. I am sorry that I cannot have the time to 
discuss this and other things like it with you in person. This is impossible to do in letters. 

I do it every other day and feel it makes sense and lias a helping potential, but it requires 
a lengthy and intense session. 

The blacking out worries me. There are three possibilities: 

1. You fainted after some hyperventi Hating, or due to.«some weakness caused by fatigue, etc. 

2. You slipped and fell, and the fall and bumb led to amnesia for the fall 

3. You had a seizure: 

a. Due to precipitation via hyperventi llati on — something which sometimes happens 

b. As a side effect of the medication you are taking — there are unusual drug side# 
effects which defend on your physical condition, what you are doing, etc. 

c. Due to a neurological problem 

By a seizure I mean the possibility that it was anything from petit mal (loss of consciousness 
with amnesia for a brief instant, but enough, of course, to fall down) to a grand mal (some 
movements, longer in duration, etc.). I am not trying to alarm you, but many people have 
potential seizure foci, and sometimes anxiety and hyperventi llati on can set them off. You 
should have an EEG immediately. It is a technique for measuring the electrical activity on 
the surfaceof the brain which is done by attaching recording electrodes to different spots 
on your head. It is easy and painless. After that pr along with it you should have a complete 
neurological examination. This is not an over-reaction on my part because you are such an 
estemed friend, but rather what I would recommend normally. If I were there I could give 
you some tests which might help. 

Basically, you have got to start relaxing, no matter what is wrong. You can only do this 
if you stop telling yourself that it is catastrophic when people won't help us or HM# not 
as honest as we are. That's the way things are, and no matter how nice it would be if they 
were not, we can only make feeble efforts to change them. What we are doing may be meaningless 
in 20 years if there is an atomic war, but as long as we work we are contributing. We are 
limited and of course, should never have had this job. We took it on and can only do our 
best which is quite limited. We will persist, as you did with Russell, and sometimes win, 
as you did with Russell. Our biggest hope is to wear them out or make them guilty in the long 
run, or get a lucky break. Neither one can be served by anxiety and its attendant decrease 
in efficiency, and neither is too badly affected by those among us who don't have the energy, 
will, or stamina, to keep going. Your record is a fine one because you have worked with 
these assumptions. Your present problem, which is interfering and making you feel impotent 
(you yourself used the word in one letter) taking along with it your desire to get everyone 
who is hurting us in line), is largely a result of you telling yourself that a catastrophe 
will occur if people like John bungle. I just don't follow it, although obviously it can 
create problems. The important thing is that we keep going and not be affected by setbacks, 
because we have one and only one strength right now: persistence. If we win, except by 

lucky breaks, it will be because of that. We are eternal gadflies, and will do much along 
the way, even if our final goal is not achieved, and you yourself are the paragon of achieve- 
ment and persistence and should be able to step back and recognize these things better than 
any of us. 

PSS: Paul has my Crafard file and Penabaz file so you can get any documents cheaper and 

faster from him. 



